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Jan Roodt is the Director of StoneToStars Limited, a consulting firm in Dunedin, New Zealand that specializes in aspects of complex systems science related to organizational design, decision making and risk management. 

Jan joined the CSIR in 1986 as a materials scientist postgraduate with an honours degree in Physics.  Tasked with development of a novel technique for the production of an infrared (IR) sensitive semiconductor, his successful project culminated in him being awarded an MSc in Physics from the University of the Free State in 1988. 

After completing his national military conscription in the Signals Corps, where he held the rank of lieutenant, he rejoined CSIR as a measurement specialist in electro-optics at what was to become Defencetek in the late 1990’s and finally DPSS.  During this time he became involved in Electronic Warfare (EW) efforts of the SANDF and his work on a new generation of IR flares and suppression of missile plume signatures earned him a PhD in 1998 from the University of Stellenbosch (Chemical and Process Engineering).

Jan managed the Defence Electronics Program at Defencetek from 2001 to 2005.  This grouping included a strong radar and EW capability, the aforementioned electro-optics capability and two new areas, one in information warfare and another (established by Jan in 1999) focused on Modeling and Simulation for Acquisition Decision Support (MSADS).  For his success in this area and his work on establishing a culturally diverse team he received awards for business development and transformation from the CSIR.

From 2005 to 2010 he was tasked with developing the impact of DPSS through contract management of the Electronics Defence and Evaluation Research Institute (EDERI) and the development of new areas, including involvement in establishing a space capability for South Africa, concept development for a comprehensive Information DERI and work on Capability Development for the SANDF. 

In 2010 Jan joined his family in New Zealand and established StoneToStars Limited.  Projects over the past year included risk assessment for a mining and metals processing company in South Africa, lecturing at the University of Otago on Organizational Change Management, consulting on new concepts for CSIR DPSS and the requirements definition for a new fire protection system in New Zealand.  

Jan has extensive experience in modeling and simulation at all levels of the systems hierarchy, and has been invited to talk on a variety of topics at overseas conferences, including new system engineering approaches for capability development (Shrivenham, UK) and system level modeling for acquisition of large systems (Singapore).  He has lectured on several topics over the years and is actively involved in publication of papers on a wide range of topics.

Web presence:  www.stonetostars.com  and http://www.linkedin.com/in/henkroodt
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